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Congress on the subject of the tariff, and it is contained in the
third volume of his works.1

Several of the provisions of this bill were extremely in-
jurious to some of Mr. "Webster's constituents, and there were
oreat differences of opinion and feeling concerning it among
his immediate fellow-citizens in Boston. But he voted for it,
because, finding himself under the constraint of an unpre-
cedented mode of legislation, obliged to deal as a whole with a
measure containing good and bad provisions relating to differ-
ent subjects, he believed that the good preponderated over the
evil, having in view the general welfare of the country. His
colleague in the Senate, Mr. Silsbee, voted the other way, as
did the Representative of the Boston district, Mr. G-orliam.8

Mr. "Webster returned from the first session of the Twentieth
Congress in May, 1828. He was greatly depressed. If it is
true, as perhaps it is, that in seasons of such affliction as that
from which he now suffered, occupation is one of the best medi-
cines to the naind, the remedy is one that requires accompani-
ments which he could not have in "Washington. He was neces-
sarily separated there from his children, and from the friends
who could best minister the solace that he needed. On reach-
ing Boston, he gathered his children once more under his own
roof; leaving his daughter, however, for the greater part of the
time, with Mrs. Lee, in BrooHine. He was obliged at once to
enter on some professional engagements, and also to accept from
his fellow-citizens the compliment of a public dinner, which
took place in Faneuil Hall on the 5th of June.

In this expression of the confidence and respect of his friends
and neighbors, all the principal persons in the city participated,
and among them were those who disapproved of his vote on the
tariff bill of the last session. They respected him for the up-
rightness of his character, and the exercise of his independent
judgment; and it was long, very long, before Boston ever had
many prominent citizens who were not ready to give a candid
interpretation to any act of his. On this occasion, notwith-
standing his general depression, he spoke, in reply to the com-
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